
Village de
 La Roche-Guyon
 Val d’Oise



Welcome to La Roche Guyon, situated at the western edge of the Ile de France 
region, in the Val d’Oise department. It’s the only village in the region to have 
received the label "Most beautiful villages of France".

At first sight La Roche Guyon is full of surprises. The site sits between chalk cliffs and 
the Seine river, and its diversity, as well as its monumental architectural heritage, 
offer varied and admirable vistas to visitors.

This brochure invites you to discover the village’s picturesque streets and lanes, to 
stroll along the banks of the Seine, and to visit its castle which is one of the best 
preserved sites in Ile de France. It will guide your steps up hiking trails which offer 
spectacular views of the Seine.

After your walk you might like to bargain to your heart’s content in our antique 
stores and have a meal at one of our welcoming restaurants.
We hope you have a pleasant visit!

A WORD FROM THE MAYOR



LRG inspired writers such as Victor Hugo and Lamartine, not to mention numerous other 
artists, including the impressionist painters Monet, Pissaro, Renoir, Cezanne, and the cubist 
Braque, who represented the castle in several paintings. Add to the list the composer 
Joseph Kosma, several cinematographers, and the author of a cult comic book series, Edgar 
P. Jacobs. Born in Brussels on March 30, 1904, Edgar P. Jacobs abandoned his singing career 
in 1940 to return to advertising. From there he moved to drawing, and finally comic books. 
Spotted and then hired by Hergé’s studio, he helped Hergé to modernize the old Tintin 
albums. In 1946 the incredible adventures of Blake and Mortimer were born.
"The Diabolical Trap" was published in 1960, and is a singular album in that it sidelines Blake 
from the intrigue and focuses on a place with a particular atmosphere: La Roche Guyon. La 
Roche Guyon continues to be a welcoming home for both contemporary and future artists.

A source of inspiration

The Vexin plateau has been inhabited since prehistory, and saw the establishment of an 
important network of gallo-roman villas, particularly at Rhus and Genainville. Originally 
the fortress was entirely troglodytic, and along with the primitive village it was erected 
to defend Ile de France after the treaty of Sainte Claire sur Epte was signed in 911 AD. Its 
exceptionally strategic frontier position faced the Dutchy of Normandy. 
La Roche Guyon (Rupes Guidonis) derives its name from the geographical location of its 
castle: its proprietor, Gui de la Roche, and his successors occupied the fortress from the 12th 
to the 15th century. The domain of La Roche Guyon became the property of the Silly family 
in 1469, and then that of the la Rochefoucauld family in 1659. In 1816 the Duc de Rohan 
inherited the property and subsequently sold it to François-Marie de la Rochefoucauld on 
July 31, 1829; it has remained in the hands of the same family ever since. It was handed over 
to the public concern through a long-term lease and is managed by it today. As the seat 
of the Dutchy, La Roche Guyon was an important commercial center during the "Ancien 
Régime" and up through 1848, boasting two weekly markets and two annual fairs. When 
it found itself off the beaten path of the train line in the 19th century the town saw its 
economic activity decline. During World War 2 Marechal Rommel made it his headquarters 
and fitted out underground bunkers. Today the castle and the local population are central 
in animating the village’s cultural activities.

HISTORY



Created at the suggestion of Madeleine Le Tellier de Louvois, 
wife of François VIII de la Rochefoucauld, the first garden was laid 
out at the beginning of the 18th century by the Duke Alexandre 
de la Rochefoucauld. The garden was restored in 2004 using 
plans from 1741 describing the structure and plantings.
Today, a new project, sponsored by Gilles Clément and led 
by Antoine Quenardel, Emmanuelle Bouffé and a team of 
gardeners, will allow the grounds to rediscover their original 
vocation as an experimental fruit and vegetable garden; a site 
dedicated to changing cultural techniques and social questions 
concerning food supply.

Built up against the chalk cliff since the Middle Ages, this ancient 
fortress, protected by a portcullis, has metamorphosed over the 
centuries and offers visitors an intriguing journey back through 
time. The castle elegantly addresses different architectural styles, 
from the medieval dungeon to the 18th century stables, from 
the early troglodytic spaces to the experimental Enlightenment 
vegetable garden, from the ceremonial halls to the bunkers 
fitted out by Rommel. In 1943 the entire castle property was 
designated a Historical Monument, and it has proven to be one 
of the most remarkable sites in the Oise Valley.

THE CASTLE

Vegetable garden

The Church
During the 100 Years War, the English occupation of the village 
(1419-1449)  interrupted the construction of the church, which 
had begun in 1404 to 1419 and was not resumed until the 
beginning of the 16th century.  
It is dedicated to Saint Samson, one of seven saints from Brittany. 
Inside, the white marble statue of François de Silly is of notable 
interest.

The Town Hall
The building was constructed on the site of the old seigniorial 
hall. All that remains today are the central round pillars. The 
town hall was inaugurated on May 8, 1847. The facade was 
restored in 2010.
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The Fountain
The fountain was built by Louis Villars and sculpted by Jamay. 
It was originally crowned with a shield on which was sculpted 
the Rochefoucauld family’s coat of arms. It bears a marble 
plaque with a Latin inscription which could be translated as: 
"This water, brought down from the summit of the hills by 
diverse canals, was dedicated to public use by Alexandre, Duke 
de la Rochefoucauld, in 1742, under the direction and care of 
Louis Villars, architect". The fountain was supplied thanks to an 
aqueduct and pipes running down from the source in Chérence. 
It was restored in 1996, at which time it recovered the shield 
which gives its name to the square.

la gabelle
Situated at the corner of the rue de l’Hôpital and the rue du 
Docteur Duval, the salt store, named thus by the villagers, was 
created in 1504 by Louis XII at the request of Bertin de Silly. Today 
it houses the tourist information bureau for the federation of 
municipalities of the Vexin Val de Seine.

The Seine and its former bridges

The average width of the Seine at LRG is 170 meters. Two bridges spanned it in succession; the first, 
built in 1840, stood until 1914, and the second, inaugurated in 1936, was blown up in 1940 by the 
soldiers of the Génie Français to slow the advance of the German troops during World War II.
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rue des jardins
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Castle

Vegetable garden

Church

Town hall

Fountain

Salt store, information center

The Seine and its former bridges

The Hillsides of the Seine

Arboretum

The "Charrières"

Aqueduct

Hospital

Troglodytic dwellings
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The Seine hillsides

The Arboretum

The "Charrières"

The Seine hillsides, stretching from Haute-Isle to Bennecourt, offer both picturesque landscapes and 
a natural heritage rare for the Paris basin. Integrated into the Regional Natural Park of the Vexin 
français, the hillsides along the Seine are an ideal refuge for both fauna and flora. Their ecological 
importance has been recognized on a European level by the Natura 2000 designation, and nationally 
through their designation as national nature reserve. The chalk cliffs, which reach to a height of 
130 meters above La Roche Guyon, are crowned by dry lawns and prairies which are significantly 
threatened by the spread of wilderness growth resulting from the gradual neglect of agropastoral 
practices and the cultivation of grape vines during the first half of the 20th century. These hills 
comprise the most visited site in the Regional Natural Park of the Vexin Français.

The arboretum is ensconced in the regional forest of La Roche 
Guyon, situated on the plateau north of the village. It was 
created in 1989 to enhance the region’s scenery. Its shape 
faithfully reproduces the geography of Ile de France. The rivers 
are represented by grassy paths, and the departments by 
different varieties of trees comprising as many trees as there are 
communes in each department.

Before the French Revolution, lanes which measured two "toises" 
in width (or approximately 12 feet) were called "charrières". Two 
of them ascend from the lower village up to the ridge road; 
the "Charrière" of the Woods to the east, and the Old Gasny 
"Charrière" to the west.
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Shortly before constructing the fountain in the 18th century, 
Duke Alexandre de la Rochefoucauld restored the hydraulic 
system to working order. Four centuries earlier it may have been 
used to supply the dungeon and seigneurial residence with 
water, making the castle of La Roche Guyon one of the first of its 
time to be equipped with this kind of water conveyance. Except 
for the fact that the water catchment occurs ten meters below 
the original spot, the water descends along the same path as in 
the 14th century, with the later addition of the aqueduct in brick 
and stone to facilitate the spanning of the Charrière des bois.

Today the hospital of La Roche Guyon cares for children 
with multiple disabilities. The facility owes its creation to two 
bequests to the Public Welfare administration. The first dates 
from the death of Count Georges de la Rochefoucauld in 
1863, when it became the "Convalescent Home of LRG". The 
second, originally bequeathed by Mr. Fortin in 1849, allowed 
for the opening in 1890 of the currently named building which 
welcomed poor children from Parisian congregational schools. 
After the departure of the nuns who were responsible for 
instruction, it subsequently became a convalescent home for 
children recovering from cardiac conditions. Justinien Blazy, 
who was named director of the hospital in 1940, secretly hid a 
dozen children during the occupation. He was posthumously 
decorated with the medal of the Justes.

11 The Aqueduct

Troglodytic dwellings: the "boves" (caverns)

The Hospital

All along the "charrières" one finds numerous cavities dug into 
the chalk cliff- these old "boves", or caverns, were used as stables 
and saltpeter works throughout the 19th century. The village of 
La Roche Guyon showcases one of the most typical troglodytic 
habitats in the region.
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The first letter of the answers to the questions below will help you solve the final 
riddle.

A GAME FOR YOUNG AND OLD ALIKE

01 -
02 -
03 -

04 -
05 -
06 -
07 -
08 -
09 -

10 -
11 -
12 -

What is the French name of the road which overlooks the village?
What is the principle room or building in the medieval castle complex?
Who fitted out part of the castle’s troglodytic spaces into bunkers in the 
20th century?
Why was the construction of the church interrupted? 
To which order did the Duke Alexandre de la Rochefoucauld belong? 
In the French word "coteau", what phonetic sound is heard in both syllables?
What is the name of the river which flows by the foot of the castle?
Where are the round pillars of the old seigneurial hall, today’s town hall? 
What is the first letter of the first Latin word engraved on the fountain’s 
marble plaque?
What defensive element helps to protect the entrance of a medieval castle? 
Which building was left to the Public Welfare system in 1863?
What is the first name of the author of The Adventures of Blake and 
Mortimer?

A veritable time machine, the _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ invites you to discover the 
village throughout its different historical periods.



FOOD AND LODGING
Les Bords de Seine, Hotel / Restaurant
01 30 98 32 52
www.bords-de-seine.fr
Les Damiers, Bed and Breakfast
01 34 79 75 10
Foyer Rural, Hostel
01 34 79 72 67 – 07 63 16 31 14
Le logis du château
06 98 70 58 77 – 06 31 22 79 46
La Casa Mia, pizzeria 
01 34 79 70 73
La Cancalaise, crepe house
01 34 79 74 48
Le Relais du Château, brasserie, café, 
tobacconist
01 34 79 70 52
La Boulangerie du Château, tea room, 
bakery, pastry shop
01 34 79 71 56
Cuisine en Seine, tea room, cooking classes
01 34 79 67 05

ARTISANS
Applestrophe, Pierre Marcel’s art gallery
06 20 98 68 94
Fabien Paul Faisy Enterprises, wrought 
ironwork
06 81 14 54 02
Ceramic studio, Olivia Destailleurs
01 34 79 70 43
Mosaic and decor, Arnaud Pereira
06 11 61 60 15
Primitive arts expert, organization of 
auctions, by appointment 06 22 22 29 14
Galerie Art’ure, 
by appointment 0660897208

ANTIQUES
Les Plaisirs d’Antan, antiquaire
01 34 79 74 81

ALSO IN LA ROCHE-GUYON

SHOPS
Grocery store, Mr. Aoua
01 34 79 73 73

PUBLIC SERVICES
Communal post office
01 34 79 70 70
Mon.: 3:00-4:30 PM, Tues.-Fri.: 10:30AM-
Noon, 3:00-4:30 PM, Sat.: 10:00AM- Noon
Tourist information bureau
From the 1st weekend in May- the last 
weekend in October. Sat.: 1:00-6:00PM;  
Sun. + holidays 10:00AM-6:00PM
Town Hall
01 34 79 70 55
www.larocheguyon.fr

THE CASTLE OF LA ROCHE GUYON
01 34 79 74 42
information@chateaudelarocheguyon.fr
www.chateaudelarocheguyon.fr 
Open every day from February through the 
end of November.

IMPORTANT DATES
January 1st- fireworks
First weekend in May- Plants, Pleasure, 
Passion, plant market
Ascension Thursday- annual antiques fair
First weekend in June- rendez-vous in the 
gardens
Second Sunday in June- local produce 
market
Second weekend in November- wine fair
Last weekend in November- Christmas 
market
First weekend in May and Sunday during 
the European Heritage Days weekend 
(September)- professional antiques fair.



La Roche Guyon is situated at the extreme western edge of the Val d’Oise department, 
within the Ile de France region, in the heart of the National Regional Park of the Vexin 
Français. The village is a privileged tourist destination due to its exceptional and remarkable 
setting, with its rich natural, human and monumental architectural heritage. La Roche 
Guyon is the only village in Ile de France which has been awarded the label "Most beautiful 
villages of France", and its reputation attracts thousands of visitors every year. Its castle, 
one of the best preserved sites in Ile de France, rises up from the banks of the Seine to the 
summit of the hill behind. The scenic hillsides, which traverse the village, offer an incredible 
panoramic view over the meandering Seine below.

To get to La Roche Guyon: 
From Paris
On the A15 motorway: Take the 
A15 towards Cergy, then continue 
on the N14. At Magny en Vexin take the 
second exit towards "Hodent/Vernon", 
and then turn left towards Vernon/La 
Roche Guyon at the bottom of the ramp.
On the A13 motorway: Take the A13 
towards Rouen. At Mantes-la-Jolie, take 
exit 11 towards "Mantes-la-Jolie -Limay 
-Guerville", follow the sign for Limay, 
then follow the signs for Vétheuil and La 
Roche Guyon.

From Rouen
Take the A13 towards Paris. Take exit 
15 towards "Chaufour/Bonnières", then 
follow the sign for Bonnières-center. 
At the bridge, follow the sign towards 
Bennecourt, and then turn right towards 
La Roche Guyon.

La Mairie
8 rue du Général Leclerc 95780 La Roche-Guyon
01 34 79 70 55 - www.larocheguyon.fr

Photo credits
Image satellite / Fonds de cartes postales (collections particulières) / Reproduction des images du 
Piège diabolique de Edgar P. Jacobs (DR à Dargaud) / Page de titre d’un album manuscrit, Veüe du 
chasteau de La Rocheguyon du costé de la riviere..., 1741 (archives du Val d’oise -95) / L’arboretum, Fanny 
Rolland-Simmonet (Agence des espaces verts de la région Île-de-France) / Photographies de Sylvain 
Hitau, Antoine Prévost. 

By public transportation
The "Baladobus" (from May through September, 
leaving from Cergy Pontoise)
The regular Timbus lines 95.11 and 95.42
Closest train stations: Bonnières-sur-Seine, 
Mantes-la-Jolie, Vernon
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